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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, I4VATORY
ACCOMMODATION.

Hon. V. HAIf[ERSLEY asked the lion-
orary Minister: 1, Is it a fact that on the.
7.50 a.m. passenger train from Northam to
Perth, on Monday last, no lavatory aecoin-
asodation "-as attached to the coaches?7 2,
Having regard to the higher fares charged
per mile for travellers on the country rail-
-ways, will he arrange that this defect be
remedied in futureI

The HONORARY INISTEIR replied:
1, Lavatory accommodation was provided
on the train. 2, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On maotion by Hon. J. J. Holmues, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
g-ranted to Hon. G. W. Miles on the ground
,of urgent private business.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Macfarlane,
leave of absence for twelve consecutive sit-
tings trrantcd to lion. A. Lovekin on the
ground of urgent private business.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, leave of
absence for twelve consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. W. H. Kitson on the
g&round of urgent private business.

On motion by Hon. 0. A. Kempton, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. J. M. Drew on the ground
of urgent private -business.

ADDRBSS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.

Debate resumwed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
1 4.40]: As a re-elected member of thi2
Chamber I appreciate the remarks that
have fallen from bion. memtbers by way ol
welcome. I join' in expressing sympathy
with former members whose luck at tht
elections was not good. Further, I take
this opportunity oft welcoming those mem-
bers who now occupy the places of our:
former colleagues. Within the ambit of
the Address-in-reply many subjects may be
discussed. No fewer than 28 items are
metntioned in the Governor's Speech, a fact
which affords uts an opportunity of review-
ing past administration and also of touch-
ing on legislation which is forecasted. The
most important item, undoubtedly, is
finance; but that subject has already been
reviewed by Mr. Ewing, and I know there
are other members competent to deal with
it. Therefore I shall not d well on it. A
matter which I did think might be included
in the references to future legislation

wais the amendment of our mining laws.
Deputationsi waited on the Minister for

Mines when that gentleman was on
the goldields recently, and it was
gathered that such a measure woald be
forthcomling this session. Neither is sin'

reference made in the Speech to an ima-
portant Royal Commission which sat duringr
the last session and for some time during
the recess-I refer to the Prices Commis-
sion. There had been laid on the Table of
the House a volume containing some thou-
sand typewritten pages of evidence taken
by3 the Commission and ranging over the
price of candles and golden syrup and many
other things. It appears that the Commis-
sion. wvent hack over the saime ground six
months later. I believe the inquiry cost
th2. State scme thousands of pounds.

Hons. J. ft. Brown: This Commission was
only in keeping with other Royal Comnmis-
sions. They are all the same.

Hon. E. H. HTARRIS! If the Government
are of the hon. member's opinion, that
Royal Commissions are all the same, which
is to say that they are no good, I wonder
at their wasting public money in making
further appointments of Royal Commis-
sioniers.

'Hon. J. R. Brbwn:- So do T.
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Ron. E. H. HARRIS : The Governor's
speech also makes reference to the Federal
)overninent's proposal to relieve this State
)f the financial responsibility of adinin-
stering the North-West. I presume we
;hall hear something further on that head.
-lowever, having regard to the small amount
)f money that our limited population can
nake available for the development of the
'Jorth-lWest, it does seem that the proposal
is one that should receive early and earnest
!onsideration. From the national stand-
?oint our empty North undoubtedly is a
nenace to this State and to Australia, andl
wvith the limited finances at Western Ails-
:ralia's disposal there seems no prospect
Af any rapid development. In support of
hat view there is a statement made by Mr.

Kteenan, K.C., who conducted the State's
zase before the Federal Disabilities Royal
Commission. Mr. Keenan said that the re-
;ources of 'Western Australia were incap-
able of enduring further strain. Subse-
junitly, before the same Royal Commis-
sion, an ex-Premier, Air. Scaddan, said the
task of developing the lNorth was so tre-
mendous as to he beyond the strength of
this State. Later, Mr. Collier, our present
Premier, speaking iii the North-West, said
that the developmenit of that territory was
a subject for special treatment. A form of
special treatment which might be meted
nut to the West In this connection would he
the granting of assistance to uts by the c-
cmal Government. From what is now;
appearing- in the public Press, it seems thalt
a cry is being raised that the Federal Gov-
ernment are trying to take awayV A Part of

We-stern Australia and control it them-
selves; but unlessN this State is able to do0
mre than it has done for the development
of the North, the Federal Giovernmnt
might he regarded as fairly justified in
bringing their proposal forward. The
mining industry, which I have the honour
to represent so far as the North-East
Province is concerned, is in rather a bad
way there, as it is on iuany other of our
goldfields. I- am now about to speak on
behalf of citizens on the goldfields who are
dependent upon the parent industry, the
industry that hans made Western Au~rtYilia
famous, and who are desirous of continuing
to conduct that industry. Further, in other
parts of the world there are people inter-
ested in our gold mining industry, pcople
who have invested money in Western Aus-
tyalia to a considerable extent. The

only gold mining being carried on to
any great extent is in the vicinity of Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. It is not that gold is
not to he found, but that the cost of extrac-
tion is too great. The costs govern the situia-
tion7 and we have gradually been deelining
in our gold yield as a result of the greater
diiliculties confronting us from month to
month. Some time back the Government
secured the services of M.%r. Kingsley Thomas
to investigate the position. After making
a lengthy examination, Mr. Thomas sub-
mitted a report, in the course of which he
said-

If 7dwt. ore cannot be ma3de to pa'y, tha
the boo0k is closed and the history of gold
mining written.

Our average grade ore is slightly better thain
that, and during past years to meet the
increased costs we have been working a grade
considerably higher. Even now probably we
have the richest goldfields in the world, for
if we look at the gold yield of the world we
find that 70 per cent. of it comes fromt 6 /-
dwt. ore-I refer chietty to South Africa,
where things are done on a fairly large scale,
TJhe question arises whether the Government
can galvanise enthusiasm into the industry
by further helping it over the increased diffi-
culties facing it. There are big- tonnages of
ore available, and] if further assistance were
rendered we mig-ht carry on. Our slogan
must be to get back to Sdwt. ore, which was
the averag-e of that treated some time before
the war. I ami prepared to give credit to
the Collier Government for -what they have
done to assist the industry, although I think
it has not been sufficient to overcome our
difficulties. First of all the Government
helped by the abolition of fines for lease rents
in arrears. That applied cIhiefly to small
companies and prospectors. Then there was
the removal of liens on abandoned leases,
which had prevented other men from getting
into thie prospecting ground. Also the Gov-
erment have assisted in respect of mining
taxation. That has helped, of course, but
the total amount secured from these various
concessions has not been very great. I am
reminded that we decided by legislation to
relieve mining by exempting from income
taxation calls paid to mining companies. To
illustrate how easily it may happen that
those intended to beneft from such legis-
lation do not get the expected relief, let me
relate an instance of a syndicate prepared
tu put uip £5,000 to devilop at lease. Instead
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ofl'the usual procedure of demanding 2s,
6Id. on application, 2s. 6Id. on allotment, and
making the calls in dribs and drabs, they
were prepared to spend that sum of money,
Ibelieving they had something of value. Con-
sequently, for £1 shares they decided up)on

105. on application and 10s. on allotment,
and in turn they submritted a claimg for de-
duction. However, they were informed that
the deduction was for calls on shares 'in a
company. The company had not been
formed, and it appeared in the end that had
they arranged for Id. on application and Id.
,on allotment, they could have deducted 19s.
10d. on every pound they put up, whereas
by going about it in the way they did they
deprived themiselves of the benpfit of the Act.
Th~Ie Glovernment have also assisted the in-
,dustry by a rebate on crushing at State
batteries where 250 tons is treated, by a sub-
sidy on carting, byv a deduction in the
eharges for treatment of tailings and by a
little diamond drilling. This, by the way, is
expensive wvork, but with the drills at their
disposal they have been testing in various
places. Also, the Government have assisted
through railway freights. However, our
chief trouble is the cost per ton treated.
It is more than we can carry, yet the conces-
sion in railway freights runs out at roughly
3d. per ton. When the Premier wvas making
his policy speech at Boulder on the 17th
January, 1924, he spoke encouraging words.
Since th-n his party have assumed office and
are now judged on their deeds. Further, he
said the Government could afford to he gen-
erous to a declining industry. Notwithstand-
lng that the Government have been two y ears
in office, they have failed to stem the de-
cline : indeed, it is now much steeper than
it was previously.

Hon. J1. R. Brown: Have they not assisted
the Golden Horseshoe mine?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Golden Horse-
shoe has been assisted to the extent of
£C50,000.

Hon. J. H. Brown: Did any other Gov-
ernment do that?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, for this was
the first of the big companies to get into
difficulties. I have already said the assist-
mire rendered by the Government has been
rendered& chiefly to small companies. Now
we have one of the biggest producers on the
Golden Mile closed down. The Premier, in
renly to a deputation, said it was of no use
handing money to a company if it was only

to prolong the life of the mine by a few
months. That is exactly what has happened
in. respect of the Horseshoe.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Two years ago that
mine was paying dividends.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It will be more
than two years before it pays another. I
should like to quote a few figures showing
the decline in the industry during 1923,
1924, and 1925. For the last two years, of
course, the Collier Government have been
doing what they could to assist the industry.
In the three years the nlutber of our gold
producing mines has declined by 57, while
the number of men employed has been re-
duced by 477, and the ore treated by
18,529 tons. turing that period of three
years the production has been reduced
by 54,420 fine ounces. In other words
the gold revenue has declined by £268,708.
Meanwhile the grade of the ore has grad-
ually decreased by an average of 7s. 6Id. per
ton. Prior to the war we were crushing ore
uip to 10 dwt,3. Then, to assist the Empire
with the yield, the companies dipped into
some of their better grade ore. Subsequently
costs wvent up and the companies had to take
a higher than average grade to make ends
meet, with the result that they cannot now
mine their- holdings profitably without first
expending huge sums of Money InI reurgan-
ising their plants.

Hon. 4. Ewing: The Horseshoe is a good
mine.

Ho n. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, it is.
Hon. J1. R. Brown: It requires nothing

but reconstruction.
jHon. 'E. H. HARRIS: Yon cannot recon-

struct such a mine without putting up
£C200,000 for a new plant.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Horseshoe will. never
lie a maine until they sink a new shaft.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: During the war
period, the higher grade of ore was tahen
out of the urine without attention being given
to development work. After getting down to
a certain point in such a mine, development
work cannot be neglected. The average an-
nual value of gold production' from 1916
to 192.5 was £2,881,196, -whilst in 1925 it
was £1,874,320, showing a decrease of a
shade over a million pounds. The actual
decline for last year alone was £E185,978.
Those figures illustrate the rapid declension
of the industry, notwithstanding the assist-
ance rendered. We have reached the point
when, should the industry further decline,
the position will be reflected in the various
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departments of State. On the 3rd May,
1926, there waited on the Premier at
Boulder a deputation introduced by you,
Sir. The Premier said the Government,
subject to the approval of Parliament,
would give to the goldminiug indus-
try a substantial portion ot the special
g-rant to he received from the Com-
monwealth. One of the deputationists,
I think it was the mayor of Boulder, said
it would be only wise if the Government
imimediately announced that thre'y were go-
ing to give the whole of that grant to the
industry. Whatever may be thought of
that, I am sure members wviii agree that the
industry is entitled to a substantial portion
of that special grant. 'When I asked in
the House a question regarding the alloca-
tion of that money, apparently the Govern-
menit had not received it, and so it had not
been allocated. The Chief Secretary, in
answer to my.% question, said that as the
Prime Minister had never offered. nor the
State Government accepted, the sum of
£450,000, it was premature to consider the
disposal of that which, up to then, was
merely a Federal pre-election announcement.
It may have been an electioneering dodge
to inform us that we were to get some of
the money. On the 3r6 May, five days be-
fore the Legislative Council elections, the
Premier, at the Boulder Town Hall, made
a similar statement, and we are -won-
dering whether that was merely a State
pre-clection announcement. There is a refer-
ence in the Speech to the fact that serious
consideration has been given to the best
means of reviving the gold-mining industry.
We did expect that something definite would
be said about the intentions. of the Govern-
ment as regards affording assistance to other
than those that are engaged in mining in a
small way. ifining in a big way is concen-
trated almost entirely at Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. There are, however, one or two
other centres where there are big mines, but
to those the schemne referred' to-that of
providing cheap power-cannot be made to
apply. If assistance in that direction is to
be rendered to mining, it canr only be given
to the principal gold producers in and
around Kalgoorlie. -

Hon. X. Ewing: Cannot power be ex-
tended cheaply?

Ron. E. H. HARRIS: I think it would
be too far to carry current from Collie to
any part of the goldfields; the loss in trans-
mission would he too great. The proposal
of the Government is to extend the plant

that k already in existence in Kalgoorlie.
-'Ir. Seddon, one of my colleagues, has
asked for the presentation of the report on
the subject of providing power from Boulder,
but so far it has not been made available.
A point I wish to stress is that it will be
useless to provide cheaper power for the
mines around Kalgoorlie unless we can see
more years of life ahead of the mines. If
the mines are to operate for only two or
three more years, the Government will not
be warranted in spending a large surn of
money to provide additional and cheap
power, because we know that depreeiation
in connection with electrical plants i- eon-
siderable. As a laymnan, I would say that
unless the Government could1 see 10 or 15
years of service for the nlew pilant, they
would not lie justified. iii extending- the op-
erations. Mfembers will recollect the oeca-
sion when -Mr. Kingsley Thomas -was enter-
tained at Ilunleheon prior to his departure.
Mr. Thomas had submitted his report, and
he wa not privileged to refer to it in the
observations that hie made at that luncheon.
He, however, said that he had a vividireol-
lection of an incident that happened 30
years before at, Brakpan in South Africa,
where the late Paul Kruger, then President
of the South African Republic, at a. luncheon
tendered him, was expected to make some
weighty pronouncement about the intentions,
of the Government respecting the opening
of a. power plant at the Witwarerarwand
mines. In a jocular way Mr. Thomas told
us that, during the luncheon, a band was
playing outside, and though the guests
waited for the pronouncement from the
President of the Republic, he concluded his
speech without any allusion to the power
plant, and the hand outside stnick up the
air "And all he said was Ting-a-ling-a -ling."
This story could well be told of the Pre-
mier of Western Australia. If the Govern-
ment were to put into action what the Pre-
mier le-0 us to hope would happen when he
spoke at the Boulder gathering, we would
have mo cause for cornplaint. A suggestion
has been made that gold mining should be
subsidised by means of a borns. It will he
remembered that last session both Houses
of the Legislature carried a resolution to
that effect. We also had a Commission in
Western Australia inquiring into our dis-
abilities as a result of Feder ation. We have
been told by the Honorary Minister that
Western Australia was under a lastingr debt
of gratitude to the mining industry for
what it had aoine for the State.

The Honorary Minister: Yes,. I said that.
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Hlon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 am glad to hear
the Honorary Minister say so. WNe were
told also that because of the existing finani-
cial stringency, the State Government could
not. afford to give a bonus. I suggested that
it might be possible for the Government to
pay the bonus out of the Federal grant, as
Mr. Bruce at that time told us he was con-
fident that the grant would be made for a
number of years. The position now is that
the grant has been made for one year. I
believe that, had the conference respecting
the financial relations between the Common-
wealth and the States proved successful, the
Commonwealth would have made a substan-
tial grant to Western Australia covering a
period of years, a grant that would have en-
abled the State Government to assist the min-
ing industry. We did not ask that the State
should give us the bonus; the request was
made by the Federal Government, and, al-
though the Conmmission took evidence in
Western Australia, not one member of the
Government came forward to tender evidence
on the subject of the bonus. I asked a ques-
tion as to -whether it was correct that Mr.
Munsie, a member of the Cabinet, had siaid
that, so far as he was concerned, not one
penny of the £450,000 grant from the Com-
mionwealth would go to the mining industry.
I desired to know whether that statement cor-
rectly interpreted the views of the Govern-
ment. The reply I got was that the views
of the Government would be defined if, and
when, the amiount mentioned was received.

Hon. J. Cornell: 'Was that a reply or an
-evasion?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: HaIs it been received?
Hon. E. H. HARIRIS: The Premier told

us that it had been paid in monthly instal-
ments and that the final payment was made
in June last. Therefore, the Government have
the money and I remind them of their pro-
mise that an announcement would be made
after the money had been paid to the State.
We did think that some proposal would be
put forward, and that if the Federal Gov-
ernment did not see fit to grant the gold
bonus, the State Government might go on a
fifty-fifty basis with the Federal Govern-
ment. That would enable the State Govern-
ment to police the gold being produced
throughout the State, and in that way per-
haps gain the desired end. If such a course
were followed, it would be an incentive to
some people to again prospect old lodes, and
to others to look for new ones. Now we are
told thbat the newly appointed Migration
Commission will have this matter brought

under their notice. If the inclination and
the will are there, a solution will be found,
but L do hope. that the charge laid by Mr.
Kingsley Thomas against some of the mine
managers of inertness, inactivity and in-
ability will not be proved to be founded on
fact in respect of the Government. A new
process for the treatment of ores, known as
the flotation process, has been engaging the
attention of those connected with the in-
dustry for quite a long while, and. it may
prove a step forward which will materially
assist metallurgy. Satisfactory results have
been obtained by Mfessrs. Winter and Moore,
who have been experimenting at the Kal-
goorlie School of TMines for a number of
months, In submitting a report to the Gov-
ernment the other day, they indicated that the
process can be applied economically to the
treatment of gold ore;, and they declare it
to be a commercial proposition and a big
factor in the reduction of costs. For the in-
formation of members who, perhaps, Are not
acquainted with the process, let ine point
out that at the present time, in the treatment
of ore, we crush from the pithed the whole
of the stone that is raised, and through the
process of roasting and cyaniding, the -whole
of the ore is treated. Under the flotation pro-
cess the ore is first crushed and I5 per cent.
floated off as concentrates. The other 85
per cent. is immediately discarded without
roasting or cyaniding. The 15 per cent.
that carries the concentrates is again pnt
through the same process, and I believe it is
eliminated to about one-eighth of the orig-
inal tonnage. Should this method prove
successful and he adopted generally by the
different mines, it will be a great factor in
the reduction of costs. It will mean re-
ducing the washing, agitation, cyaniding and
filtering in proportion to the tonnage
treated. It will mecan something- like 12-,-
tons for the whole of the parcel treated, and
the elimination of the remainder of the vari-
ous processes now availed of. This ean be
done on the Golden Mile with ore containing
from 6 to 8 per cent. of minerals. If flota-
tion can reduce costs by a considerable
amount, it will mean a great thing for the
industry, enabling lower grade ores to ne
treated. According to the figures supplied
in the reports to the Minister, it has been
shown that the ore can be treated for about
8s. 2d. per ton, whereas it is costing more
than twice that amount at present, the cost
varying on the several mines. In no one
experiment has more than 11/ dwts., equal
in value to about 5s., been left in the tail-
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iug,, and the cheisits say they will reduce
that amount Still further. Recently I came
flerosj i reference to flotation in the "En-
gineering and Mining, Joarnal Press" of New
York, uinder date 27th March last. The article
referred to a discussion that had taken place
:)n this question before the members of the
American Institute of 'Mining and Metaliur-
Ocal Engineen.. As it has a bearing on the
po0int at issue, I wsill quote the following
paragra ph--

Flotationi has rev7olutionisedl an1d is revolu-
tionising methods of ore treatment both in the
mill andi smnelter. Perhaps it is the most im-
portant single pirocess in the eronomien I re-
eorerv of metals; buat the inethiod of ''trial
uund error'' remains as the only relialble way
to determfine just 1how% to use it.

Dr. Edwards, one of the London directors
of the Perseverance 'Mine at Kalgoorlie, paid
a visit to Western Australia recently. After
he had investigated the treatment processes
now being followed on the Golden Mile
where dry crushing is utilised, lie submitted
a proposal to the State Government. It has
been stated that he informed the Government
that if they would erect a pilot plant, at a
cost of from £20,000 to £25,000, alongside
the dry crushing plant, the plants would be
worked exclusively on ore from the mines
adjacent to the existing plant, and if the
pilot plant proved successful, the company
would take it over from the Government in
due course. How accurate that statement
is, I cannot say, but I would like the Min-
ister, when replying, to give the House some
indication of what Dr. Edwards' p~roposal
was. If what I have indicated was thle lpro-
posal submitted, I would like to knowv why
it was rejecterd. It appears to me that if
what I hare indicated is correct, an excellent
offer was made to the Government, The
erection of the plant would not have in-
volved the expenditure of a huge sumi of
money. I understand the Government sub-
mitted a proposal to the comipanies that
there should be erected a co-operative plant
for the treatment of the whole of the ore
from the various mines. The statement bas
been madie that many of the mining com-
panties could not see their wvay clear to wsork
on a co-operative basis. The point I wish
to make is that I consider the Government
would do something substantial for the gold
mining industry if they were to erect a pilot
plant, taking as a basis the experiments
made by the authorities at the School of
Mfines, and thus pro' e whether the flotation

process can be made successful or otherwise.
If that question w'are determined definitely,
siubstantial help might be afforded the mines.
If we can greatly reduce the cost of gold
production, it will be of material benefit to
thle State. I will not proceed further under
that heading,1 but will refer to an important
matter than has eng-aged our attention on
the goldflelds since Parliament last met. I1
refer to the operations of the Mliner&'
Phthisis Act Amendment Act that was
passed last session. Tibis is a burning ques-
tion on the goldfields, affecting a majority
Of the men working in the gold mining in-
dustry. In the course of the Premier's
policy speech, it was set out that Labouir
proposed to extend the scope of the -Miners'
Phthisis Act so as to render miners con-
cerned still greater aid. The expression of
the Government's intentions impressed thous-
ands of miners. As lion. members will re-
member, we were discussing tile amendment
of the Miners' Phthisis Act, which provided
that the amiount available to the men would
be in accordance wvitb thle scale of sustenance
payments set out in the Mine WVorkers' Re-
lief Fund. Some of the men argued that
uinder the amended legislation, they were be-
ing deprived of what the Act originally in-
tended they should receive. That was, that
they should get the standard rate of pay that
they wvere earning at the time such men were
asked to leave the mines. When the miners
realised what this meant, they assembled in
large numbers and held seeral mneetings.
Some of the speakers had hard things to
say concerning thle powers that be, for hav-
ing sought to deprive them of what they con-
sidered were their rights. Mlinisters a~nd
goldfiields members were reminded of prom-
ises that had been made to them. It so hap-
pened that the A.L.P. selection ballots were
about to take place. Nominations bad been
called fdr and it was an op)portune time for
the whole of the men affected to meet 'Mini-
isters of the Crown. It was their trump
card. They used threats and said that if
they did not get a fair deal from the Gov-
ernment under thle miners' pbith Isis regula-
tions, not one of the Parliamentarians would
have his nomination endorsed at the selec-
tion ballot. As the result the Govern-
ment framed the scale of payments that
have been made available for the men.
These were fixed at half wages for the
miners, jl a week for the wives, and
Ss. 6Id. a week for each child under 16.
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So far as I can ascertain, however, there is
no provision for the continuity of those pay-
ments. It is believed that they are mnade
at the will of the Treasurer and because of
this, the miners are much concerned as to
their position in the future. These men have
been ordered to leave the mines and have
actually clone so, and were to receive from
the Mine WYorkers' Relief Fund amounts
ranging uip to 23s. a week according
to ciricumstainces. Immediately preceding
the Legislative Council elections, how-
ever, they received the higher amounts
they considered they were entitled to.
Despite that, the men wish to know what
security they have for the future, Some
of the miners who have receivedI these
amnounts have had deducted from their pay-
ments sums equivalent to peni~sons they are
drawtina- from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Any person who receives from the
Stale Government a snin of money, has no
restriction placed uipon him, such as those
imposed upon a person who is in receipt
of a Commonwealth pension. He is re-
stricted to what property he possesses and
what he may earn. I understand from a
statement made by the Minister for Mines
that it was discovered recently that an ex-
soldier had been turned down. He wa~s in
receipt of a pension and that amount had
heen deducted from the payments made by
thle State Government. On his attention
having been drawn to the matter, the Min-
ister saw to it that the soldier received the
money hie was entitled to and his decision
Was. made retrospective. There are some,
however, who, before the payments were
mnade, had to take steps to secure a pension
front the Commonwealth Government and
those men have had the amount deducted as
I have indicated. It will be seen, therefore,
that the State Government are not paying
half -wages to all the miners, but to some
of them only. The Act provides for men
with a clean bill of health being allowed to
work in the mines since thle proclamation
of the third schedule of the Act, which re-
lates to compensation. All that is required
of the individual is that he shiall go to a
doctor and obtain from 'him a certificate set-
ting out that he is not suffering from tuber-
eulosis. If be is able to present such
a certificate he is able to get work on the
mines.

lion. J1. Cornell: If ever there was a
farcee perpetrated, it is that.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: And it will becomi
more apparent later on. A mnan has t(

undergo an X-ray examination and has to
pass through the hands of three doctors he
fore hie can be excluded fromi at mine, bill
to Secure employment in a mine, all thati
necessary is foi- a man to go to a doeto,
and procure a certificate setting out tho
he is not suffering from tuberculosis. WitI
such a cursory examination we may fim
that mein from other parts of the worh
who have been badly dusted although the:
mnay- not have tuberculosis, will he able to
enter the mines and work, and once the,
enter the mines they will be entitled to
compensation if they break down.

Ron. J1. Cornell: Some experts conside
that there cannot be a proper diagnosi:
without laboratory tests.

Hut,. .E. H. HIARRIS: That is so. Some
hing- more should be required respectini

time men going- into time inines, if we are to
k-eep the mnies clean once they have beet
cleaned up. The Act has not been pro
claimied mn respect of many of the goldfield
areas, hut has been proclaimed generally i
connection with the Grolden Mile. No immam
suffering from tuberculosis can work in an,
of those mines. Fromt the latest imiforuma
tion available, by means of questions askeq
in this Chamber, it wvould appear that o
the 3,'355 men who have been examined a
the Kalgoorlie laborator y, not one hia
entered a protest against the exaninatior
I desire to pay a tribute to the men in tha
respect, for at the outset it wvas feared 'the
some of them might object to the labor
atory examination. Of the men examined
106 were found to be suiffering from tuber

cos, which is equivalent to 3.10 per cern
ofthose examined. Those men have beei

excluded from work in the wnines. Thos
sufferinv front symitptoms of miners' phithisi
totalled 560, equivalent to 16.6 per ceni
Therefore of te total number of men c.N
amnined to date, which includes the mei
egag ed in the big mines, the nmihe

affecd is 666, or 19.85 per cent. In othe
words, roughly 20 per cent, of the mnen si
affrrtcd wvith tuberculosis or svmnptonts. hr
only 3.16 per cent, of the whole of the me
examined -ire tubercular eases. The r(
niainder of the men showing symptoms c
the disease have been inotified, in eor
formity with the Act, that it will he advi,
able for them to leave the industry. ,Alt(
getmor 560 men have 'been notified that
their own interests it would be advisabl
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for them to seek other avenues of employ-
menwt, and the Uovernment are preparing to
assist them to go on the land. I believe
that in South Africa there is a system of
classifving- the men in two stages, accord-
in,- to their condition. There the third
stage includes men wvho break down and
ha' e to leave the inles. We havye 560) ment
a fkcted, but we do not know whether they
helonge to the primary or secondary stage.
A nfl Who has never worked in a deep
winme or In aL very bad place might be
slighlt lY affected Iy (insst, and still umight he
notifled that. it would be advisable for liiini
to leave the industryv.

Hon. J. Ri. Brown: A man ought to leav e
the industrv before he goe4 into it!

lion. E. H-. HARRIS : Another man
might have worked in deep mines and
bad places, and might not be strong
constitutionally, and he would prob-
ably be badly affected, though he might
not have broken down or been in such
a condition as to be told that he should
leave the mineb. If these men were tlassi-
fled in the primary or secondary stage anti
notified of it, the information would lie
'veleome. Great consternation prevailed
when the men received their certificates.
Dr. Sayers and Dr. Pitchford, American
authorities who visited us on one occasion,
spoke of the mental effect on meli, suiffer-
ing from tubercuiis, who had been tioti-
fled of their condition and thus practically'
sentenced to death. The anxiety of having
to leave their work and of having no other
employment to go to preyed on their minds.
The Government of this State, however,
have been doing what they, can to prevent
that sort of thing, occurring here. Of tiv-
560 men affected, fully .50 per cent, are
anxious to know what stage thie disease hiw
reached. If the Act were amended to pro-
vide for the doctors informing, tlhenm of
their exact condition-

Hon. J. R. Brown: You wish to make
thermometers of them.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I wvould make a
thermometer of the hion. member if it would]
do any g od. The examinations conducted
at the laboratoryv disclose the information.
The statute provides that if a man is suffer-
ing from symptoms, be shall be noti-
fl ed. All of them have been duly notifiedl.
but have not been informed of the stage
that the disease has reached. One man, a
tributor, approached me last week and said.
"I want von to find out what position I ;mi

in." I replied, "1 cannot find out for you;
neither the laboratory nor the -Minister is
at liberty to disclose it." If the Act were
amended to provide for the classification
Of aiffected men and for notifying them
act-ordinelY, thiey would know whether they
oughtr to lecave the industry immediately.

lion. J. E. Dodd: Is not that being done
nowv?

Hon. E. H. HFARRIS: There should be
nothing to prevent its being done at present,
but it is not being done.

I-on.' J.' E. Dodd: Surely that could b.
done by administrative act, Without amend-
ing the law.

Hon. E. H. MUMRS: The Act is not,
working as satisfactorily as it might di'.
A tribJUtor informed me that lie was earn-
ing- £11 a week in a tribute that would last
another seven or eight months. He said,
"If 1 am only in the primary stage, I shall
see the eight months out."

I-Ion. J. R?. Brown: It might see him out,
too.

l-ion. J. Cornell: He mighbt not he one iota
worse for continuing if he is in a fairly
good place.

I-ton. E. H. HARRIS: Quite so; hie might
be able to carry on. The point is that he
and others desire to know just what their
condition is. If the Act were amended,
these ite,, could obtain thme informnation.
Some men, in their anxiety to ascertain
their condition, are inquiring what the fees
would be to have a private examination in
order that they might secure their charts,
take them to their own doctors, and obtain
their advice.

Hon. J. Cornell: The law says that a man
shall be notified. What objection would
there be to a man being notified thant he
was in the first, second or third stage?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: There could be no
objection, but no provision is made to au-
thorise the supplying of that information.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You are making asser-
tions reflecting on the Government of the
day.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I am not; I am
merely offering a suggestion. MY desire is
to assist the men. Again, no provision is
made for periodical examinations after a
man has been examined once. The first
man was examined about 12 months ago and
was declared to be unaffecte,6 with tubercu-
losis, though he may have been "dusty." If
any real good is to come from the examine-
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tions, the men munst be re-examined periodi-
cally so that if they are then found to be
tubercular, they can be excluded from the
mines. I understand from replies to ques-
tions received by Mr. Cornell that the Gov-
ernment are considering the advisableness
of having continuous examinations in order
that there shall he no risk of tubercular
miners affecting men suffering from silicosis.
Some years ago a suggestion was made, I
believe by Mr. Dodd when he was associated
with the mine -workers' relief fun4 that
affected miners might be settled on the land.
I am pleased that the Government are mak-
ing provision for men, who have been noti-
fled that it would be advisable for them to
leave the mining industry, to settle on some
blocks that will be thrown open shortly
along the Norseman-Esperanee railway. The
Labour Party for two years denounced the
Mitchell Government for not proclaiming
the Miners' Phithisis Act, but after they as-
sumed office it took them two years to make
up their minds to proclaim it. They knew
that a large number of men would have to
be taken out of the mines and it had previ-
ously been suggested that such men should
be settled on the land, hut it was not until
the examinations were eompletei to the ex-
tent of 560 miners receiving notice to
leave the industry, that the Government
did consider it. Then it was discovered that
before the men could be put on the land
surveys would hare to be carried out and
roads would have to be constructed. Since
the Horseshoe mine closed down men have
been employed to clear roads to make pro-
vision for the affected miners. I suggest
that settlement along the Esperanee railway
be not confinee to men suffering from symp-
tomus of miners' phithisis. Some of the men
are tubercular, but are not badly affected
and could do light work. Some of them have
sons who are prepared to accompany their
fathers on the land, rather than that their
fathers should receive compensation from
the Government and they themselves remain
in the mines. An affected miner receives
half-pay and if he has a wife and family,
further consideration is ranted him and he
is not allowed to work. If he was allotted a
block of land, his sons would be potential
farmers-

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Where are
you going to get the lanOI

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Government
say they have hundreds of blocks along the
Norseman-Esperanee railway, and the sug-
gestion is that the men be formed into
groups and be granted assistance by the

State. When I speak of groups, I do not
suggest that they should receive so much
sustenance per day. The idea is that the
ordinary scale of assistance granted by the
Agricultural Bank would be applied to that
district. Another matter to which I wish
to refer is the policy of preference to
unionists, as applied by the powers-that-be.
This policy is operating in Government de-
partmnents and in other place;, and we on
the gokfields have recently had experience
of a system of giving preference not only to
unionists hut to men who are members of
unions affiliated with the Trades Hall.
Against such discrimination, I enter a most
emphatic protest.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You need not open
your mouth against the Trades Hall.

Hon. J, Cornell: That is preference
against preference.

Ron. E. Hf. HARRIS: The Honorary
Minister has informed us that this is not
the policy of the Government, hut I emi-
phasise the fact that men who have belonged
to unions for 25 or 30 years have been the
victims of such discrimination. When the
Horseshoe mine closed down, a large number
of men were 'thrown out of work and, to
provide employment for them, the Govern-
ment put in hand the clearing of roads as
relief work. When the men asked for em-
ployment, a demand wvas made for their
A.W.U. ticket. As they failed to produce it,
their names were not enrolled as applicants
for work. .

Hon. J. Rt. Brown: Quite right too.
Hon. E. If. HARRIS: I do not agree.

That amounts to conscripting men into the
union that is desirous of forming one big
union in Western Australia.

Hon. J. R. Brown: There is a big capital-
istic, organisation. Why shouild we not have
one big union?

Hon. E. H. H1ARRIS: The lion. member
may have located such an organisation, hut
I have not.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There is a good under-
standing amongst them.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: With whom?
Hon. E. H. Gray: With the employers.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I, have no under-

standing with any employer or employee.
I want to see them get a fair deal, hence
my protest to-day. I know of men who
applied there for work. They said, "Can
I not get work unless I am in the A.W.U."1
They were told that if they went down to
the job the union representative would stand
them on the bank.
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Bon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Where did
you get that phrase?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It means that if
a man went to look for work under these
conditions, be would be told to get out in
language that was more forcible than polite.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The doctors do some-
thing like that.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I suggest the hon.
member should ask Dr. Saw.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I asked the
question in pure innocence.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Nothing would so
undermine confidence in the Government if
this policy were pursued. I coultE quote
many instances of this kind. Correspond-
ence has been sent to the Premier by some of
his constituents wvho were looking for work.
They were members of the Federated En-
gine Drivers and Firemen's Union. They
were told that they could not get a job un-
less they were in the A.W.L'. One man wvent
to the secretary and said, "I want to get out
of mn'y union; what will it cost?" The secre-
tary replied that it would cost him 13s. 6d.
to leave the union.

Hon. E. H.L Gray: He would not be driv-
ing engines and making roads.

Hon. J. R. Brown: How nmany times do
they affiliate and re-affiliate?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: They are not af-
filiated with the Trades Hall. They were
affiliated on one occasion, but, because some
of them did not believe in conscription, they
were fired out.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: They are not political
supporters of the Government.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Unionists arc made
while you wait at the Labour Bureau.

Hon. E. H. BARRIS: There was a strike
of unemployed at the bureau last week be-
cause of the rotten system of demanding
these tickets. Applications were invited for 1 6
men one morning, but all the unemployed
decided to go on strike because of the neces-
sity for producing tickets.

Hon. J. R. Brown: You cannot board a
railway train without your ticket. That is
wrong information.

Ron. E. H. Gray: It is not true.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: This is no new

procedure. Whi; were there riots on the
Golden Mile? They were brought about be-
cause of the attempt to force men from one
organisation into another?

Hon. J. R. Brown: What organisation
were they forced into?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: They were not
forced at all. These men were determnined

to preserve their right to work and to join
any union they liked.

Hon. J. R. Brown: To what union aid
they belong 1

flon. F. H. HARRIS: There are 14
unions up there. I did not complete my
story about the am who paid 13s. 6d. to
get out of his union.

Hon. E. H. Gray: HM must have been in
arrears.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Not at all. A man
cannot leave an organisation without giv-
inag three months notice. This man paid the
mioney and received his clearance. He was
told that lie would not be accepted without
a clearance. He had been connected with
the union for eight years. He produced his
clearance, and put down another 25s. to be-
come a member of the A.W.U. for 12
months. It thus cost him £1 l8s. 6d. to have
his name placed on the list, but he has not
icceived work yet.

Hon. J1. Cornell: He is still "on the
hank."

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: This is unjust
and unfair to those men.

lion. E. H. Gray: Do you suggest that
every man has to pay three months' sub-
scription to his old union before he joins
another?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: A man cannot
leave his organisation under three months'
notice.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You can draw your
clerane ad jin another organisation

without doing that.
Hon. J. R. Brown: You could leave the

Labour Party without giving three months'
notice.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: In respect of some
unions a man cannot leave without giving
notice. He can be a member of the A.W.U.
or any other organisation, but the Statute
provides that if there is a ease pending be-
fore the court he cannot leave that union.
The A.W.U. is a federated organisation, and
is everlastingly before the court. If there
is a dispute pending, no man can leave that
organisation. Does the hon. member doubt
my word?

Hon. J. R. Brown: We know all about
that.

Eon. E. H. HARRIS: I could produce
to the hon. member eases that were heard
in Kalgoorlie before the Arbitration Court,
which prove what I have said. For instance.
a man bad received his clearance, but the
point was raised that he was not entitled
to get it. He had joined another union be-
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cause under the Federal award he could get
a higher rate of pay. When he sued for his
money it was proyed that he had illegally
obtained a clearance from the former union.

Hon. J. R. Brown; You say he got it il-
legally.

Hon. E. HI. HARRIS: The hon. mem-
ber was in court and must remember tue
case. The judge ruled that the man was not
entitled to get out of the former union,
because there was; a ease pending before the
court, The result was that the employer
won the case and was awarded costs. I f re-
quently read the "Worker." I like to hear
both sides of the ease, particularly on im-
portanlt matters such as the referendum.

Hon. J. J. Holmecs: You cannot get both
sides in the "Worker.")

Hon, E, H. HARRIS: I got one side
from that source, and the other side from
the 'Melbourne "Argus." I wish to quote
from the "Westralian Worker" of July
24th, 1926. When speaking upon the re-
ferendumn proposals the journal said-

By this mneanis a system of industrial ucon-scription would be inaugurated. Uionists
covered by this operation would be deprived
of every pretence of liberty.

That is whkat is going On now.
They woulil be as utterly enslaved as if the

brand of the master was burnt on their skins,
and a collar of iron were clamped round their
necks.

I can find no language that would be more
applicable to the case I have mentioned than
these words I have quoted from the
"WVorker."

Hon, H. Stewart: Is that an editorial?
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes.
Hon. H. Stewart: I thought it mnight

have been the words of some Minister.
Hon. E. H. -HARRIS: It is nicely put,

and exactly expresses the present position.
The Honorary Minister: Probably it is

language that you yourself used on some
previous occasion.

Hon. E. H. I{ARRIS: It aeeurate!y ex-
presses the position that arose in the cir-
cuinstances I have v-iitioned. If that was
not purely industrial conscription, I do not
know the meaning of the words.

Hon. J. E.. Dodd: It is worse than that.
Hon, E.. H. HARRIS: When a inan is

conscripted into a union he has to do many
thinzs he does not approve of.

Hon, A. Burvill: I t is the policy of the
0 overonent.

Hon. E. H1. HARRIS: As no one has been
voicing any protest against this practice, I

am~ putting one forward from the point of
view of the golddields.

Hon. 5. ft. Brown: You do not cut any
iee.

Hon. E. H. HARIS: I may not do so
from the point of view of the hion. member.
A. man who is conscripted has to subscribe
to things of which he does niot approve.

Thu Hionorary Minister: Did your friend
give three mouths' notice to the Drivers'
Union?-

Hon. E, H. HA.RR.IS: 1 have here another
extract from the "Worker." This particular
issue contains photographs of the Hlonorary
Minister, another Cabinet Minister, and some
lesser lights. The report frami which I in-
tend to quote deals with the fortieth conven-
tion of the Australian Workers' Union. It
deals w~ith the subject of mien being not only
conscripted, but being obliged to pay for
the privilege.

At the last annual convention the matter of
the labour daily 1 Cs. levy was discussed. This
ley has leeni imposed from year to year since
1921-22 on new members joining the union.
This year it was struck again. Notice is
hereby given tlhat old or inew inenibers who
have not taken out the levy are requestled to
do so. Please note that initers are not asked
to take the levy twice.
That is very generous of them.

Those who have not takcen the levy will not
be considered financial, and thus are not eligible
for nomination for ollice.
When a man is conscripted into the organi-
sation, h.le has to pay 10s. towards the news-
paCr that he may not require. That 10s. is
taken fromn everyone. It is not' declared
that they must take the "Bulletin," the
"Argus," or the "Worker." They have to
subscribe to the labour paper, otherwise they
will not he eligible to hold office: That sort
of thing is unfair and unjust.

Hon. J, P. Brown: A noan may be con--
scripted: for service at thme front. You did
not To to the front.

lioni. E. H1. HARRIS: I made an effort
to go.

Hlon. J. R. Brown: 'We know all about
that.

The PRESIDENT:. I suggest. to hon.
members that they might allow Mr. Harris
to proceed with his speech. They will have
ample opportunity of speaking later on.

Hon. E. HE. HARRIS: I bad not intended
to mnke these quotatious, hut to keep them
for another occasion, but I have thought it
wise to use them now.
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Hion. J. Cornell: To put the sting into the
tail.

H1on. E. ff. HARRIS:- There i wnore sting
in the remainder of the report regarding thne
convention of the Ausitralian Workers'
Union, The report srry,-

We employed during thne year over IOU field
organisers.

lion. E. 11. Gray: I should like to see
theru employ 300.

Rion, E. ff. HARtRIS: They are only the
industrial organhcrs. The report con-
lIniws-

'Most of thema were employed thre whole time;
the rest temporarily on seasonal occupations.
All of these mcii are active industril and
political propagandists. Taking the whole of
Akustralia, wre spent during the year £.3R100
on orgatasers; oa newspaper E£22,00, and for
fees and susteatation to Labour Party Execu-
tive £5,000, making a total in round figuresi of
t0UtlJ spvut for the year, and the results ob-
tained are shown in the number of awards
secured and policed, the representation obtained
in Parliament, and the upkeep of two
"Worker" newspapers.

lion, 8. H. Gray: And thre employers have
spent that much in one election.

Hon. E. IL HARR IS: Whatever a man
is called upon to sobseribe to his union, a
percentage of the amount is used for politi-
cat purposes.

lIHon. E. H. Gray: ]t is a good speculation
for the workers.

H-on, E. H. HARRIS: I do riot think half
the employers have subscribedl Is. a y XY for
tihe -,arne purpose as indiustrial orisi-
tiolks have done.

I-on, E. H. Gray: Where do they get
money fromn?

Ron. 1F. H. HARRIS: Cdo not get inncrny
from anywhere.

Hon. E3. Hf. Gra 'y: I mean the? people whoc
oppose, Labour candidates. They have
money in abundance.

IT.., F. H. HARRFS: .1 opposed a
Labour canididate, and hope to oppose him
atta in. I am. here now because I opposed
him. T paid the whole of my election ex-
penges. and found it a fairly expensive mat-
ter. No\' one g-ave me a shilling. T do Unot
think the hion. member interjecting- found
himself in that position when he fought bia
election at the samne time as I follsht mnine.

Hon, E. HT. OIr my: - TI-no a crowd of work-
en behind me.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Yon conscrll)Liid the-
crowd behind you.

'Eon. F. H. HARRIS: That would bp n
nature! corollary to the workers beine etn-

scripted industrially. There are many oter
subjects I should like to deal with, but I
ranve already taken a little longer than I
intended.

Ron. J. R. Brown: You have had a good
inn iii gs.

Hon. E. H:. HARRIS: As the hon. mem-
ber suggests, I have had my inninigs; and
I shalL be delighted to sit down and give
him every attention when he has his innings.
I support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

On mnotion by lIon. AV. Tf. Glasheen, du-
bate adjounued.

RESOLUTION - ri1NcIAL RELA-
TIONS, COMMONWEALTH AND

STATE.

Assemrb lyrs Mlessage.

Message received fromn the Assembly re-
q~uesting the concurrence of the Council in
tie following resolution -.-"That this House
is of the opinion that there should be no de-
parture from the basis upon which the fluan-
cial relations of the Commonwealth and
States have rested, without the fullest eon-
sideration at a constitutional session of the
Federal Parliament and the approval of the
people by referendum; and that no financ&i
scheme should be assented to by the States
which does not provide for their receiving
trom the Commonwealth Government an an-
nual payment of not less than 25s. per head
of population.'"

House ad ,iourned at 6.5 p.m.
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